

Enacted 9/27/16



Introduced by Council Member Ferraro and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Morgan, Hazouri, Wilson, Gulliford, R. Brown, Dennis, Bowman, Becton, Brosche, R. Gaffney & Anderson:




ORDINANCE 2016-567-E
AN ORDINANCE RENAMING THE DAMES POINT PARK, LOCATED AT 9101 Dames Point road, Jacksonville, FlORIDA 32226, IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 2, TO The “el faro memorial at dames point park”; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS,
the Dames Point Park is a 2.63 acre park in north Jacksonville located at 9101 Dames Point Road in the area of the original South Berlin and Dames Point communities, whose existence dates back to the last quarter of the nineteenth century; and 
WHEREAS, the park facility has been used for a variety of outdoor and water-related activities by the citizens of Jacksonville for almost thirty years; and  

WHEREAS, the Dames Point Park lies under the north approach to the Napoleon Bonaparte Broward Bridge, along the St. Johns River, and has been known to be an excellent location to watch ships coming in and out of the port; and 
WHEREAS, SS El Faro was a United States-flagged cargo ship carrying shipping containers, trailers and cars, with a cargo route between Jacksonville and San Juan, Puerto Rico; and

WHEREAS, in the early morning hours of September 30, 2015, the El Faro set sail from Jacksonville bound for Puerto Rico when Tropical Storm Joaquin was several miles to the east; and

WHEREAS,
the following morning, on October 1st, after Joaquin rapidly intensified to a Category 3 hurricane, the ship’s crew reported that the ship had lost propulsion, was taking on water and was listing 15 degrees; and

WHEREAS, shortly thereafter, El Faro ceased all communications with shore; and

WHEREAS, the ship was declared missing by the U.S. Coast Guard on October 2, and following the recovery of debris and an unidentifiable body presumed to be a member of the crew, the El Faro was declared sunk on October 5th; and

WHEREAS, the El Faro was crewed by a total of 33 U.S. Merchant Mariners, including 28 Americans and 5 people of Polish descent, all who lost their lives in this tragic circumstance; and 
WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville would like to honor the memories of the crew of the El Faro by placing an El Faro Memorial at the Dames Point Park and to permanently rename the Dames Point Park to signify the El Faro Memorial at Dames Point Park; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Dames Point Park renamed.
The Dames Point  Park located at 9101 Dames Point Road, Jacksonville, Florida 32226, in Council District 2, is hereby renamed the “El Faro Memorial at Dames Point Park.”
Section 2. 
Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.
Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by: Paige H. Johnston
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